
Colossians 1.15-22 
Christ is the visible image of the invisible God.  He 
existed before anything was created and is 
supreme over all creation, for through him God 
created everything in the heavenly realms and on 
earth.

He made the things we can see and the things we 
can’t see— such as thrones, kingdoms, rulers, and 
authorities in the unseen world.

Everything was created through him and for him.
He existed before anything else, and he holds all 
creation together.



Christ is also the head of the church, which is his 
body. He is the beginning, supreme over all who 
rise from the dead. So he is first in everything.

For God in all his fullness was pleased to live in 
Christ, and through him God reconciled everything 
to himself.

He made peace with everything in heaven and on 
earth by means of Christ’s blood on the cross.
This includes you who were once far away from 
God. You were his enemies, separated from him by 
your evil thoughts and actions. 



Yet now he has reconciled you to himself through 
the death of Christ in his physical body. As a result, 
he has brought you into his own presence, and you 
are holy and blameless as you stand before him 
without a single fault.



JESUS: 
human 

or 

divine, 
or 

both, 
or 

what?



On the unity of 
Christ

Cyril of Alexandria

 378-444 AD 



At last and with difficulty the villain has 
gone… His survivors are indeed 

delighted at his departure. The dead, 
maybe, are sorry. There is some ground 

of alarm lest they should be so much 
annoyed at his company as to send him 

back to us.  Theodoret of Cyr



IMMANUEL -  a starting point



whatever John meant by “the Word 
[becoming flesh] cannot mean that the 
Word has changed into a human being”

In the beginning was the 
LOGOS



the Word “did not disdain the poverty of human 
nature precisely because he wished to make 

that flesh which was held in the grip of sin and 
death evidently superior to sin and death… he 

thought it good to be made man and in his own 
person to reveal our nature honoured in the 

dignities of the divinity.

In the beginning was the 
LOGOS



It follows therefore that He Who Is, the One Who 
Exists, is necessarily born of the flesh, taking all 
that is ours into himself, so that all that is born of 

the flesh, that is us corruptible and perishing 
beings, might rest in him.  In short, he took what 

was ours to be his very own so that we might 
have all that was his.

In the beginning was the 
LOGOS



God joins his divine 
nature to human nature



God joins his divine 
nature to human nature

The term union in no way 
causes the confusion of 
the things it refers to, but 
rather signifies the 
concurrence in one reality 
of those things which are 
understood to be united.



Indeed the mystery of Christ 
runs the risk of being 

disbelieved precisely 
because it is so incredibly 
wonderful.  For God was in 

humanity. 



He who was above all 
creation was in our human 
condition; the invisible one 

was made visible in the 
flesh; he who is from the 

heavens and from on high 
was in the likeness of 

earthly things; 



the immaterial one could be 
touched; he who is free in 

his own nature came in the 
form of a slave; he who 

blesses all creation became 
accursed; he who is all 

righteousness was 
numbered among 

transgressors; life itself 
came in the appearance of 

death. 



All this followed because 
the body which tasted death 
belonged to no other but to 

him who is the Son by 
nature. 
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