


The Fall of Samaria - 2 Kings 17.5-23
5 Then the king of Assyria invaded the entire land, 
and for three years he besieged the city of Samaria. 
6 Finally, in the ninth year of King Hoshea’s reign, 
Samaria fell, and the people of Israel were exiled to 
Assyria. They were settled in colonies in Halah, 
along the banks of the Habor River in Gozan, and in 
the cities of the Medes.

7 This disaster came upon the people of Israel 
because they worshiped other gods. They sinned 
against the LORD their God, who had brought them 
safely out of Egypt and had rescued them from the 
power of Pharaoh, the king of Egypt. 8 They had 
followed the practices of the pagan nations the
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idols, despite the LORD’s specific and repeated 
warnings.

13 Again and again the LORD had sent his prophets 
and seers to warn both Israel and Judah: “Turn from 
all your evil ways. Obey my commands and 
decrees—the entire law that I commanded your 
ancestors to obey, and that I gave you through my 
servants the prophets.”

14 But the Israelites would not listen. They were as 
stubborn as their ancestors who had refused to 
believe in the LORD their God. 15 They rejected his 
decrees and the covenant he had made with their
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18 Because the LORD was very angry with Israel, he 
swept them away from his presence. Only the tribe 
of Judah remained in the land. 19 But even the
people of Judah refused to obey the commands of 
the LORD their God, for they followed the evil 
practices that Israel had introduced. 20 The LORD 
rejected all the descendants of Israel. He punished 
them by handing them over to their attackers until 
he had banished Israel from his presence.
21 For when the LORD tore Israel away from the 
kingdom of David, they chose Jeroboam son of 
Nebat as their king. But Jeroboam drew Israel away 
from following the LORD and made them commit a





In the Christian story God descends to 
reascend. He comes down; down 

from the heights of absolute being 
into time and space, down into 

humanity… down to the very seabed 
of the Nature he created. But he goes 

down to go up again and brings the 
whole ruined world up with him. 
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One has the picture of a strong man 
stooping lower and lower to get 
himself underneath some great 

complicated burden. He stoops in 
order to lift, he must disappear 

under the load before he incredibly 
straightens his back and marches 
off with the whole mass swaying 

on his shoulders.
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