
Suggestions for holiday reading in August. 
Please save this page as it contains all the readings for the next 5 weeks.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Over the past few months we have read through several of Paul’s letters that are called ‘The Pastoral Epistles’ – personal letters to Timothy, Titus and Philemon. Time for a change perhaps! Several people have mentioned to me recently that they have found it both useful and interesting to reflect on various passages from Proverbs. 
I am therefore going to suggest a series of readings from Proverbs to carry you through August.
I have limited the daily comments to a single statement as the actual readings are quite long

Monday	 	August 1st		Chapter 1	vv 2-3. 		The purpose of these Proverbs.
Tuesday	August 2nd		Chapter 2	v 3 		Pray for understanding before you read.
Wednesday	August 3rd		Chapter 3	v 24 		The secret of a good night’s sleep.
Thursday	August 4th		Chapter 4	v 27 		Don’t get diverted from following Jesus.
Friday		August 5th		Chapter 5	v 18 		The joy of faithfulness in Marriage.
Saturday 	August 6th		Chapter 6	vv 16-19  	Avoid these 7 things at all costs!

Monday 	August 8th		Chapter 7	v 5 		A warning about promiscuity.
Tuesday 	August 9th		Chapter 8	vv 10-11 	The value of wisdom in life.
Wednesday	August 10th 		Chapter 9	v 10 		The foundation stone of real wisdom.
Thursday 	August 11th		Chapter 10	v 12 		Love always trumps hatred.
Friday 	August 12th			Chapter 11	v 24 		Real generosity is counter-intuitive.
Saturday 	August 13th 		Chapter 12	v 18 		Words that hurt and words that heal.

Monday 	August 15th		Chapter 13	v 18 		The value of constructive criticism.
Tuesday 	August 16th 		Chapter 14	v 15 		Be on the lookout for ‘Fake News’.
Wednesday 	August 17th 		Chapter 15	v 31 		More about constructive criticism.
Thursday	August 18th	 	Chapter 16	v 32 		The importance of personal qualities.
Friday 		August 19th 		Chapter 17	v 9 		Are you forgiving, or holding grudges?
Saturday 	August 20th 		Chapter 18	vv 1-8 		It’s all about words!

Monday 	August 22nd		Chapter 19	v 27 		Real learning is a life-long process.
Tuesday 	August 23rd 		Chapter 20	v 19 		It is possible to talk too much!
Wednesday 	August 24th		Chapter 21	v 3 		Justice is more important than sacrifices.
Thursday 	August 25th		Chapter 22	v 6 		Childcare and effective training.
Friday 		August 26th		Chapter 23	vv 29-35 	The dangers of drink.
Saturday 	August 27th		Chapter 24	vv 30-34 	The fruit of laziness.

Monday 	August 29th		Chapter 25	vv 21-22 	Loving one’s enemies.
Tuesday 	August 30th		Chapter 26	vv 18-19 	Even jokes can hurt sometimes!
Wednesday 	August 31st		Chapter 27	v 2 		The value of modesty.
Thursday 	September 1st 		Chapter 28	v 2 		Pray for good government in our land.
Friday		September 2nd 		Chapter 29	v 23 		Pride and humility.
Saturday 	September 3rd		Chapter 30	vv 7-8 		What do you ask God for?
Sunday 	September 4th		Chapter 31	vv 8-9 	 	Speaking up for the oppressed.

A personal note from John Rowland.

I set out writing these daily notes for friends at The Hub way back in the Autumn of 2006, initially under the title of ‘Thought for the Day’. Over the past nearly 16 years they have morphed into notes to be set alongside the Growth Group studies and sermons. There have been several interruptions (Hip replacements etc), but with Peter’s helpful forward planning, Mike’s skill in keeping me on track with the technology, and Ro’s commitment to producing them for those who preferred the printed page, we have kept these notes appearing on a fairly regular basis. I have greatly appreciated the various comments made about them – especially as I am a mathematician, more at home with numbers than words! 
I’m not sure for how much longer I shall continue writing these notes for our own church use, related to sermons and growth group discussions.  There will be something for the Autumn, but now may be the time to search out other more general notes published for wider circulation. My prayer is that you will continue reading the Bible, growing in faith and knowing Jesus better as a result. 
To help, may I recommend WordLive, online notes produced by Scripture Union. You can place an order online. They come out daily as an email, and are free, although contributions to the production costs are welcome.
Every blessing as you continue to read God’s Word, and allow it to shape your life in following Jesus.

