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We want faith to solve the problems and pain that life 
throws at us.  Yet Jesus invites us to embrace paradox. 

Not either/or, but both/and. The Three in One and 
One in Three; the incarnation, the paradox of God 
made human; the importance of body and spirit, 

heaven and earth, the first shall be last, in our 
weakness we are strong. 

.  

This should not worry us, after all, we are considering 
the things of God. And as Jen Pollock Michel writes, As 
soon as we think we have God figured out, we will have 

ceased to worship him as he is. 
 

What is a paradox? Is it a contradiction, a mystery, a 
puzzle or a revelation? Is it something to avoid or to 
celebrate? Is it a gap that needs to be joined up, or a 
crack to look through, or both - like a frame. Spend 
some time sharing your ideas. 

A paradox is a statement that 
attracts attention because it seems 

to be contradictory. This arouses 
curiosity and we are puzzled. But as 

we meditate on the statement, we go 
deeper into some important facet of 

life and learn something new. 
Paradoxes are marvellous 

instructors.  
Warren Wiersbe  

Mystery, open us to your mystery of love. 
Open us as you were opened for us in love. 

God of all being reaching out your hand in love  
May we take the hand extended, open for us.  

And may we offer the same extended love to all. Amen 

What if certainty isn’t the goal? The world is filled with ambiguity, yet many of us long for 
a belief system that offers easy answers to complex questions.  

Consider some of the paradox insights that 
Jesus offers us: 
 

If you try to hang on to your life you will lose 
it but if you give up your life for my sake, you 

will save it. Luke 9:24 
Do you remember the time or times that you 
have given your life to Christ. What did you 
experience? Were you welcomed home? 
 

What do you benefit if you gain the whole 
world but are yourself lost or destroyed? 

Luke 9:25 
Are there times when you feel lost and times 
when you feel you belong? Is God’s presence 
there for you in both?  
 

Then [Jesus] asked them, “Who do  
you say that I am?” Luke 9:20  

How did the people answer him? How did 
Peter answer him? How would you answer? 

If there is time, think about these other 
paradoxes: 
 

Then God said “Let us make human beings in 
our image, to be like us.” Genesis 1:26a  

Is this a paradox? 
 

So God created human beings in  
[God’s] own image. Genesis 1.27 

When God created humankind where was 
love? Is it a sacrament of belonging? What 
does  it mean to be made in the image of 
God? 

 
The message of the cross is foolish to those 
who are headed for destruction! But we who 
are being saved know it is the very power of 

God. 1 Corinthians 1:18 (also 19, 24-25) 
Is the cross a paradox?  


