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How would you answer a non-Christian or new-Christian 
who asked simply, “What does the word ‘grace’ mean for a 
Christian?” Is the mnemonic ‘God’s Riches At Christ’s 
Expense’ helpful? How would you explain it? 
 
Is there a difference between the love of God and the grace 
of God? Could you explain it? 
 
Take a moment just to absorb the Philip Yancey quote 
opposite What is your first reaction? Can you enlarge 
upon it with your own words? 
 
Read Luke 14:15-24 (‘The great banquet’)  
 
Does this parable help us to answer the questions:  
• In what sense is God’s grace unconditional?  
• Are there any conditions on the unconditionality of 

God’s love... and grace?  (Think especially about the 
guests who turned down the invitation! [See also 
Matthew 22:1-14.]) 

 
How might the message of the parable affect the life and 
practice of a local church? 
 
In a time of challenge in your Christian life how do you think 
Prebendary Bill Scott’s words might ‘heal you’ (see quote)? 
Can you share any relevant experience? 
 
Why do you think Sunday’s theme “coming to terms with 
grace” captures the challenge God gives us in offering his 
grace in Christ? 
 
Was Canon Henry Sutton right (see quote)?  
If so, where and how do good works ‘fit’ in the (your!) 
Christian life? Can you think of times in your own 
experience when you might have got this wrong? 
 
Read Luke 15:20-32 (The return of the Prodigal) 
How does this parable demonstrate “Coming to terms 
with grace”... or not doing so!? 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, 
it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 
 

Grace means there is nothing we can do 
to make God love us more... And grace 

means there is nothing we can do to 
make God love us less... Grace means 

that God already loves us as much as an 
infinite God can possibly love.” 

Philip Yancey ‘What’s so amazing about grace?’ 
 

Someone came to Anglican priest Revd. 
Bill Scott after a traumatic period of life, 
they reported afterwards: “I asked him 
what I needed to do to please the Lord. 

He said, ‘Allow Him to love you.’ What he 
said healed me.” 

 
The thing that gets between most people 

and their God is their good works for 
God. Canon Henry Sutton 

  
The biblical Greek term Charis (χάρις) 

refers to good-will, loving-kindness, 
favour, and in particular to God's 

merciful grace. It is used over 140 times in 
the New Testament and is a central 

concept in Christian theology. 
 

Grace is the opposite of karma, which is 
all about getting what you deserve. 

Grace is getting what you don’t deserve. 

Finish with prayer, including a focus on our need for God’s 
grace in order to receive his grace.  


