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Faith ... is a living, flaming thing leading 
to surrender and obedience to the 

commandments of Christ.  
A W Tozer—19thC 

 
Accept, O Lord, my entire liberty,  

my memory,  
my understanding  

and my will.  
All that I am and have  
thou hast given to me;  

and I give all back to thee  
to be disposed of according  

to thy good pleasure.  
Give me only the comfort  

of thy presence and the joy of thy love; 
with thee I shall be more than rich and 

shall desire nothing more. 
Ignatius of Loyola— 16th C  

 
For immediately,  

as soon as thou givest thyself to God 
from thy whole heart,  

and seekest neither this nor that, 
according to thine own pleasure or will, 

but settlest thyself wholly in Him,  
thou shalt find thyself united and at 

peace; for nothing can afford so sweet a 
relish, nothing be so delightful, as the 

good pleasure of the Divine Will.  
Thomas à Kempis  - 15th C 

The premise of this study is that we have, so often, 
focussed on ensuring that we believe the right things. But 

true belief is not just about seeing what God does and 
agreeing; it’s a heart condition.  Belief needs to take the 

next step of surrender. 
 
Before you get into the study, think for a moment: in what 
areas of life do people believe one thing but act out 
another?  What does that say to you about the place of 
their beliefs? 
 
Jesus indicates in Luke 14.25-34 that believing the right 
facts about faith does not amount to Christian living. 
 
Read the Bible reading, and chat around the different 
images that Jesus uses:  family, carrying, constructing, war 
and salt. What do these images have in common, and 
where do they differ? 
 
Can you agree together on what point Jesus is making 
here? 
 
In what kinds of ways might a Christian agree with the 
teachings of Jesus, but not surrender to those teachings 
in their own lives? 
 
Do you think that we often confuse ‘belief’ and 
‘obedience’? 
 
In the box there are three quotes from three different 
times. Reflect together on the value of surrendering to 
God. 

If you do not carry your own cross and follow me, you cannot be my disciple.  
Luke 14:27 

 

It's not enough to just believe in God; your belief needs to take the next step of  
surrender to God's way, to solely follow him in whatever way that means.  

Faith is surrender. Faith is dying to yourself. And faith is letting Jesus live in you. Hence faith is 
everything we don’t want to do. Only the Holy Spirit can change our hearts in such a way that we 
want to surrender to God.  Are there any areas of your faith where your belief needs to become 
surrender? What helps you / hinders you? 
 
 

Choose one of the prayers in the box as a prayer together as you finish.  
Pray for one another that our beliefs take the step of surrender to God's way,  

to solely follow him in whatever way that means.  


